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changed the distribution of population as far as occupations are con-
cerned. The numbers employed in agriculture have increased slightly
since the beginning of the present century, while those engaged in
commerce and manufacturing have increased rapidly. As a conse-
quence, The Netherlands is today one of the most highly industrialized
nations, with manufacturing employing nearly as many people as agri-
culture, commerce and transportation combined.

SITUATION

The development of The Netherlands can be largely explained by
the fact that it is a delta country. Its location on the deltas of the
Rhine, the Meuse and the Scheldt aids in explaining the commercial
importance of the country. It is a natural gateway between the river
and the sea, and consequently an important transshipment point. Thus
goods from the various portions of the Rhine Valley which move by
water to the sea change from river transportation to ocean transporta-
tion at some point in the delta. Goods moving from the sea to these
same areas make a similar shift. Consequently it is not surprising that
Rotterdam^ is the greatest port of'the Rhine.

The central location of the country also fosters trade. It is bordered
by Germany and Belgium, and is close to the United Kingdom and
France, while the Rhine provides easy communication with Switzer-
land and sections of central Europe. Its location on the North Sea aids
in promoting ocean commerce. Accordingly, it has close contacts with
the most productive sections of the continent, a condition destined to
encourage trade among an active people.

The deltaic location of The Netherlands also encourages internal
water transportation. The land of the delta is low and flat, with many
natural waterways. In surfi a region canals not only are easy to con-
struct, but are necessary for drainage purposes. On the contrary, roads
are expensive to construct and maintain, and are of less importance.
These conditions explain the fact that The Netherlands has a greater
mileage of navigable waterways per thousand square miles of territory
than any other European nation.

Its location is responsible for the fact that The Netherlands is
politically a buffer state. It forms part of the Belgo-Dutch buffer be-
tween France and Germany, and in addition blocks the expansion of
Germany seaward. The control of the mouth of the Rhine is of such
strategic importance to the larger nations of western Europe that they
favor its control by a small state rather than by Germany or any other